Studies on the antifertility components from Marsdenia koi.
By random screening test, Marsdenia koi was found to have antifertility activity on SD rat. From MeOH extracts of this plant two steroidal glycosides, marsdekoiside A and B, were isolated, and their structures were elucidated on the basis of spectral evidence and by comparison of the hydrolysis products with the authentic samples. Both are newly identified compounds, and marsdekoiside A has good antifertility activity.